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STEPOLOGY

presents the

2008 BAY AREA RHYTHM EXCHANGE
August 15-16, 2008 at the Herbst Theatre
(San Francisco, CA – July 23, 2008)   STEPOLOGY is pleased to announce the 8th annual 2008 Bay Area Rhythm Exchange – the concert portion of the STEPOLOGY’s 2008 Bay Area Tap Festival which also features a panel discussion and week-long workshop with the Festival artists hosted by San Francisco Dance Center.  

The Bay Area Rhythm Exchange has been lauded by audiences and critics alike!  Included in the San Francisco Chronicle’s “TOP 10 DANCE PERFORMANCES” of both 2005 and 2006, this concert event returns to celebrate the joy and wonder of the uniquely American art form of tap dance.  In this annual production which has been expanded from one to two nights by popular demand, Bay Area Tap Festival artists perform to live musical accompaniment at San Francisco’s historic Herbst Theatre.

The diverse, multi-generational cast of today’s tap all-stars from Broadway, film, and the concert stage features Channing Cook-Holmes (Riverdance, Gangs of New York, Bojangles), Festival Director John Kloss (Tap Heat), Deborah Mitchell (The Cotton Club, Black and Blue), Dormeshia Sumbry-Edwards (Bring in ‘da Noise, Bring in ‘da Funk; Bamboozled), Sam Weber (Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood), and more. 

Plus, the Bay Area Rhythm Exchange welcomes the Barbary Coast Cloggers to the festival for the very first time!  John Kloss, Festival Director, remarks that “This year’s show will, as in prior years, reflect the spontaneity and exuberance that typifies tap and tap dancers.  However this year, more than ever, I would like to draw into sharper focus the evolution of tap’s relevance to contemporary culture… audience members will be treated to a unique, dazzling array of tap talent that invokes an appreciation of tap’s history while inspiring an excitement for tap’s present and future.”  
The 2008 Bay Area Tap Festival and Rhythm Exchange is made possible in part by awards from the National Endowment for the Arts, the San Francisco Arts Commission, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Zellerbach Family Foundation, and the support of generous individuals.

More
Calendar Information

WHAT:     
 Stepology presents The Bay Area Rhythm Exchange
             

Part of the 2008 Bay Area Tap Festival

WHO:     
Featured guest artists include Channing Cook-Holmes, 

Deborah Mitchell, Dormeshia Sumbry-Edwards, Sam Weber, John Kloss, 

and special guests The Barbary Coast Cloggers, Sista Kee, and more!

WHEN:     
Friday and Saturday, August 15-16, 2008 @ 8:00pm

WHERE:     
Herbst Theatre 

(401 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco)

TICKETS:  
 $16-$23; discounts are available for student/senior/group/early purchase and multiple night attendees

BOX OFFICE:
 (415) 392-4400 or cityboxoffice.com
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Pictured (L to R):    
Deborah Mitchell of the New Jersey Tap Ensemble (photo courtesy of the artist);  




Dormeshia Sumbry-Edwards photo by Eduardo Patino; 




Channing Cook Holmes (photo courtesy of the artist)



High-res jpegs available upon request from NEQA/Communications

A Letter from the Director
Since founding the annual Bay Area Rhythm Exchange, it has always been my intention to showcase what a captivating concert experience the American art form of tap dance can offer.  As this event continues to demonstrate, the athleticism, expressiveness, and multisensory nature of tap dancing, as well as its rich “melting pot” cultural history, give tap a universal appeal which transcends musical genre, age, ethnicity, and other traditional barriers, and creates multiple ways for performers and audiences to connect.

This year’s show will, as in prior years, reflect the spontaneity and exuberance that typifies tap and tap dancers.  However this year, more than ever, I would like to draw into sharper focus the evolution of tap’s relevance to contemporary culture.  Tap has always grown hand in hand with jazz music (which for a sizeable period was the contemporary music of its day).  But returning Bay Area Rhythm Exchange audience members as well as savvy newcomers will no doubt affirm that we no longer need to settle for looking at tap as a museum piece, or a novelty which harkens only to early 20th Century America.  The precision, musicality, and improvisational skill inherent in tap give it tremendous versatility as a percussive, musical, and visual art – allowing it to feel just as home with music of the iPod generation (or even no music at all) as it feels with traditional jazz standards from Tin Pan Alley and yesteryear.

From the classic song and dance stylings of Deborah Mitchell, to the elegance and technical wizardry of Sam Weber, to the expressionistic attack characteristic of contemporary rhythm tap artists like Dormeshia Sumbry-Edwards, audience members will be treated to a unique, dazzling array of tap talent that invokes an appreciation of tap’s history while inspiring an excitement for tap’s present and future.  And one more note about the artists:  This diverse, multigenerational roster of dancers is augmented by some very special guests.  The Barbary Coast Cloggers will be joining in with some of their hugely popular performance material, and we can expect sparks to fly as an impromptu challenge with the main cast of rhythm tappers is sure to ensue.  Rounding out the musical lineup with a fresh, contemporary sound will be Music Director, drummer, tap dancer, and consummate entertainer Channing Cook Holmes, the incomparable Kito Gamble (a.k.a. “Sista Kee”) on piano, Lamont Keller on Bass, and Michael B. Mooring on percussion.

In an age where modern technology isolates individuals by providing entertainment via handheld devices and earphones, the Bay Area Rhythm Exchange continues to showcase tap as an intimate, accessible art form in which the “fourth wall” that often separates performers from audience -- and audience members from one another -- is virtually absent.  It is my sincere belief that all those who participate in the Bay Area Rhythm Exchange will be inspired to reflect on the universal language of rhythm as a unifying force, and will continue to rediscover how engaging, entertaining, and awe-inspiring dance can be.

John Kloss

Photo of John Kloss by Andy Mogg

Artist Biographies

JOHN KLOSS (Festival Director) is the founder of Stepology and the producer/curator of the Bay Area Rhythm Exchange.  An accomplished and versatile performer, John has appeared in the short film Tap Heat, as an ensemble member and soloist with Jazz Tap Ensemble and Especially Tap Chicago, as a founding member of the tap duo The Swift Brothers, and in festival productions such as the St. Louis Tap Festival, the Chicago Human Rhythm Project, and the Maui Tap Experience.  John has also been a featured performer at San Francisco’s Bay Area Dance Awards. He has performed in concert ensemble choreography of Gregory Hines and Jimmy Slyde, in film choreography by Danny Daniels and Jason Samuels-Smith, and in numerous events with Mark Mendonca.  John has also appeared in festival and other events honoring such luminaries as the Nicholas Brothers, Four Step Brothers Maceo Anderson and Prince Spencer, Peg Leg Bates, Arthur Duncan, and Michael Jackson.  
CHANNING COOK-HOLMES studied with L.A. based dancer/choreographer Alfred Desio, performed in the Barcelona, Spain Festival, received a Brody Grant to study with the renowned Fayard Nicholas, and was awarded the 2002 Princess Grace Award for artistic excellence.  Highlights of Channing’s performance career include Riverdance (international tour and Broadway); film credits include Bojangles with Gregory Hines for Showtime and Martin Scorcese's Gangs of New York.  Channing has served as assistant musical director for the show Imagine Tap!, and has performed in the touring production of India Jazz Suites with Isadora Duncan Award winners Jason Samuels-Smith and Chitresh Das.
DORMESHIA SUMBRY-EDWARDS has been apart of almost every major Tap movie or show that has appeared in the history of tap dance since the 80's. She was most recently nominated for best actress and currently stars in the award-winning Independant film "The Rise and Fall of Miss Thang" which continues to tour film festivals. In addition to opening the Harlem Tap Studio in NYC, Mrs. Sumbry-Edwards continues to appear as a special guest for shows and festivals around the world. She was also elected to the Advisory Board as the Tap Advisor for Dance Magazine and the official Tap Spokesperson for Capezio along with her family, as well as being featured in their international advertising campaign. 

 Mrs. Sumbry-Edwards career includes acclaimed runs on Broadway and off-Broadway in shows such as Black and Blue, the Tony Award Winning Bring In Da’Noise, Bring In Da’Funk, International Tour of Bring in Da’Noise, Bring in Da’Funk (dance captain/principal dancer/understudy to the lead role), and Imagine Tap! (featured soloist). Other performances include the national tour of Wild Woman Blues and Debbie Allen’s SAMMY (the life and times of Sammy Davis Jr.). Film credits include “TAP” with Gregory Hines, Spike Lee's “Bamboozled” (Assistant Choreographer), and “The Rodgers and Hart Story: Thou Swell, Thou Witty”. Mrs. Sumbry-Edwards’ choreography has been featured in TAAP:The Art & Appreciation of Percussion and was also utilized in Michael Jackson's music video “Rock Your World”. She was also spotlighted in a commercial for Tops and is currently filming for MTV’s hit television series MADE.

More 
DEBORAH MITCHELL proudly celebrates 14 years as Founder and Artistic Director of New Jersey Tap Dance Ensemble, one of the most prominent touring tap dance companies in the state of New Jersey.  This St. Louis, MO native is known throughout the New York area as a distinguished tap professional.  She is the protégé of Leslie “Bubba” Gaines of the Copasetics and student of many tap masters including Broadway Choreographer Henry LeTang.  Her many credits include The Cotton Club Motion Picture, Broadway and Paris Productions of Black and Blue, PBS Great Performances, 5 international tours with the legendary Cab Calloway, and a partnership with Philadelphia native Germaine Goodson as The Rhythm Queens.  Ms. Mitchell has received many honors, including recognition of National Tap Dance Day 2006, at which Savion Glover presented Ms. Mitchell with an award for giving tirelessly to the spirit and legacy of tap dancing.  Last year, she received The Hoofer Award from the American Tap Dance Foundation.

SAM WEBER has gained an international reputation as a performing artist and is in demand throughout the world as a performer, master teacher, and choreographer.  His versatility has led him to performances in musical theater and television, where he has worked with such stars as Burt Lancaster, Bob Hope, Andy Williams, Raquel Welch, Pat Boone, and Sara Vaughn.  Sam has also appeared with such tap luminaries as Charles “Honi” Coles, Jimmy Slyde, Steve Condos, Gregory Hines, Savion Glover, and the Nicholas Brothers.  A protégé of tap master Stan Kahn in San Francisco, Sam has studied in New York at the Julliard School and performed with the Joffrey II, the San Francisco Ballet, Sacramento Ballet, Peninsula Ballet Theatre, and Smuin Ballets/SF.  He can be seen often on the Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood television show.  Mr. Weber is one of the few tap dancers in the world currently performing Morton Gould's Tap Dance Concerto and was the first tap dancer to receive a Bessie, presented in recognition of outstanding creative achievement.  
THE BARBARY COAST CLOGGERS have toured in the United States and Canada, including performances at the New Orleans and Vancouver World's Fairs and C.L.O.B. Nationals in Nashville and San Diego, have opened for bluegrass legend Ricky Skaggs and country western superstars Brooks & Dunn, and have won an Isadora Duncan Dance Excellence Award (Izzy) for best ensemble performance.  Got Clog? will be taught by Ian Enriquez and will get everyone in touch with some of the roots of tap dance -- clogging!  Also known as American step dancing, clogging is America's first folk dance.  Clogging is a combination of step dances from Scotland, Germany, Africa, Cherokee, and more, and is truly a celebration of the diversity of American culture!

SISTA KEE (Piano) lives in the San Francisco Bay Area, where she spreads the Word of God through song.  Also known as Kito Gamble, this multi-talented young lady is a pianist, rapper, composer, producer and a singer.  Her father, the late Jim Gamble, and her mother, legendary vocalist Faye Carol, provided a rich musical environment for the young musician to develop her craft.  Although she began to make guest appearances to standing room only crowds when she was 10 years young, her music career officially began at the age of 16 - a pianist & composer gaining international recognition in primarily the blues & jazz genres.   While performing with Faye Carol and leading her own group, she has also shared the stage with seasoned veterans Albert King, Pharaoh Sanders, Billy Higgins and Bobby Hutcherson, as well as young phenomenal musicians, Branford Marsalis and Roy Hargrove.
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